
The tamu-talk package: code
Wyatt Smith∗

Released 2026-10-24 (v0.1.0)

tamu-talk is an independently maintained Texas A&M theme for the ltx-talk class.
This document is its code. For how to use it, see the user guide, tamu-talk-doc.pdf
(texdoc tamu-talk). The code is split into smaller packages, which tamu-talk loads in
order.

1 tamu-talk: Main package
1 ⟨∗package⟩
2 ⟨@@=tamu_talk⟩
3 \ProvidesExplPackage
4 {tamu-talk}
5 {2026-10-24}
6 {0.1.0}
7 {A TAMU theme for ltx-talk}
8

9 \RequirePackage {tamu-talk-compat}
10 \RequirePackage {tamu-talk-colors}
11 \RequirePackage {tamu-talk-boxes}
12 \RequirePackage {tamu-talk-titlepage}
13 \RequirePackage {tamu-talk-header}
14 \RequirePackage {tamu-talk-footer}
15 \RequirePackage {tamu-talk-options}

Apply options given when the package is loaded.
16 \ProcessKeyOptions [tamu-talk]
17 ⟨/package⟩

2 tamu-talk-compat: Class and version checks
18 ⟨∗compat⟩
19 ⟨@@=tamu_talk⟩
20 \ProvidesExplPackage
21 {tamu-talk-compat}
22 {2026-10-24}
23 {0.1.0}
24 {ltx-talk version guard for tamu-talk}

Stop with a clear error unless the class is ltx-talk, and recent enough.
25 \msg_new:nnnn {tamu-talk} {wrong-class}
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26 { The~'tamu-talk'~package~requires~the~'ltx-talk'~class. }
27 {
28 Load~the~class~first:~\iow_char:N\\documentclass{ltx-talk}.~
29 For~Beamer~presentations,~try~the~'beamerthemetamu'~theme~instead.
30 }
31

32 \IfClassLoadedTF {ltx-talk}
33 { }
34 { \msg_fatal:nn {tamu-talk} {wrong-class} }
35

36 \msg_new:nnnn {tamu-talk} {ltx-talk-too-old}
37 { tamu-talk~requires~ltx-talk~2026-09-10~or~later. }
38 {
39 tamu-talk~was~developed~against~ltx-talk~2026-09-10~and~has~not~
40 been~checked~against~older~releases.~Update~ltx-talk,~e.g.~with~
41 'tlmgr~update~ltx-talk'.
42 }
43

44 \IfClassAtLeastTF {ltx-talk} {2026-09-10}
45 { }
46 { \msg_error:nn {tamu-talk} {ltx-talk-too-old} }
47 ⟨/compat⟩

3 tamu-talk-colors: Colors
48 ⟨∗colors⟩
49 ⟨@@=tamu_talk⟩
50 \ProvidesExplPackage
51 {tamu-talk-colors}
52 {2026-10-24}
53 {0.1.0}
54 {TAMU brand colors for tamu-talk}
55

56 \DeclareColor {TAMUMaroon} [HTML] {500000}
57 \DeclareColor {TAMUNearBlack} [HTML] {202020}
58 \DeclareColor {TAMUDarkGray} [HTML] {3E3E3E}
59 \DeclareColor {TAMUGray} [HTML] {707070}
60 \DeclareColor {TAMULightGray} [HTML] {D1D1D1}
61 \DeclareColor {TAMUTan} [HTML] {D6D3C4}

Off-brand accent colors, meant to pair with TAMUMaroon.
62 \DeclareColor {forest} [HTML] {2F4F3E}
63 \DeclareColor {slate} [HTML] {3B5875}
64

65 \DeclareColor {structure} {TAMUMaroon}
66 ⟨/colors⟩

4 tamu-talk-boxes: Boxes
Just a few named tcolorbox environments that look good on slides and use our color
palette.

67 ⟨∗boxes⟩
68 ⟨@@=tamu_talk⟩
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69 \ProvidesPackage{tamu-talk-boxes}[2026-10-24 v0.1.0 tcolorbox environments for tamu-
talk]

70

71 \RequirePackage{tcolorbox}
72 \tcbuselibrary{skins, breakable}
73

74 \newtcolorbox{headerbox}[1]{
75 enhanced,
76 colback = TAMUTan!15,
77 colframe = TAMUMaroon,
78 coltitle = white,
79 colbacktitle = TAMUMaroon,
80 fonttitle = \bfseries,
81 arc = 0pt,
82 boxrule = 1pt,
83 title = {#1},
84 }
85

86 \tcbset{
87 tamu-lasso/maroon/.style = { colframe = TAMUMaroon, coltitle = TAMUMaroon } ,
88 tamu-lasso/black/.style = { colframe = TAMUNearBlack, coltitle = TAMUNearBlack } ,
89 }
90

91 \newtcolorbox{lasso}[2][maroon]{
92 skin = enhanced jigsaw,
93 colback = white,
94 colbacktitle = white,
95 boxrule = 0.5mm,
96 arc = 0mm,
97 tamu-lasso/#1,
98 attach boxed title to top left = {xshift=4mm, yshift=-2.75mm},
99 boxed title style = {boxrule=0.4pt},

100 title = {\textbf{#2}},
101 }

Color shortcuts for sidebar.

102 \tcbset{
103 forest/.style = { colback = forest!15, borderline west = {3pt}{0pt}{forest} } ,
104 slate/.style = { colback = slate!15, borderline west = {3pt}{0pt}{slate} } ,
105 }
106

107 \newtcolorbox{sidebar}[1][]{
108 enhanced,
109 sharp corners,
110 boxrule = 0pt,
111 frame hidden,
112 colback = TAMUTan!20,
113 borderline west = {3pt}{0pt}{TAMUMaroon},
114 left = 10pt, right = 8pt, top = 6pt, bottom = 6pt,
115 #1,
116 }
117

118 \newtcolorbox{elevate}[1][]{
119 enhanced,
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120 colback = white,
121 colframe = TAMUMaroon,
122 arc = 2mm,
123 boxrule = .5pt,
124 drop shadow,
125 IfEmptyTF = {#1}
126 { }
127 {
128 title = {#1},
129 colbacktitle = TAMUMaroon,
130 coltitle = white,
131 fonttitle = \bfseries,
132 },
133 }
134

135 \newtcolorbox{outline}[1][.75pt]{
136 enhanced,
137 colback = white,
138 colframe = TAMUMaroon,
139 boxrule = #1,
140 arc = 0pt,
141 }
142 ⟨/boxes⟩

5 tamu-talk-titlepage: Title page
143 ⟨∗titlepage⟩
144 ⟨@@=tamu_talk⟩
145 \ProvidesExplPackage
146 {tamu-talk-titlepage}
147 {2026-10-24}
148 {0.1.0}
149 {Title page styling for tamu-talk}
150

151 \RequirePackage {graphicx}
152 \RequirePackage {tcolorbox}
153

154 \bool_new:N \g_tamu_talk_title_bold_bool
155

156 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_title_font:
157 {
158 \Large
159 \bool_if:NT \g_tamu_talk_title_bold_bool { \bfseries }
160 }
161

162 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_titlepage_set_size:N #1
163 {
164 \fontsize
165 { \dim_use:N #1 }
166 { \dim_eval:n { 1.2 #1 } }
167 \selectfont
168 }
169
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170 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_titlepage_title_font:
171 {
172 \__tamu_talk_titlepage_set_size:N \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_title_size_dim
173 \bool_if:NT \g_tamu_talk_title_bold_bool { \bfseries }
174 }
175

176 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_titlepage_subtitle_font:
177 { \__tamu_talk_titlepage_set_size:N \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_subtitle_size_dim }
178

179 \bool_new:N \g_tamu_talk_title_box_bool
180 \str_new:N \g_tamu_talk_title_logo_str
181 \tl_new:N \g_tamu_talk_logo_file_tl
182 \tl_new:N \l__tamu_talk_logo_path_tl
183 \bool_new:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_bool
184 \box_new:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_box
185 \box_new:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_text_box
186 \box_new:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_tail_box

\institute is optional, so make sure \@institute exists.
187 \tl_if_exist:NF \@institute { \tl_gclear:N \@institute }

Make sure neither the banner nor the page counter shows up on the title page.
188 \cs_new_nopar:Npn \ps@tamu
189 {
190 \cs_set_nopar:Npn \@oddhead { \hfil }
191 \cs_set_nopar:Npn \@oddfoot { }
192 \cs_set_eq:NN \@evenhead \@oddhead
193 \cs_set_eq:NN \@evenfoot \@oddfoot
194 }

5.1 Logo
The Texas A&M logo is trademarked and not distributed with tamu-talk. Look for the
file given by logo-file, as is or with a common extension, and leave \l__tamu_talk_-
logo_path_tl empty if not found.

195 \msg_new:nnn {tamu-talk} {logo-missing}
196 { Logo~file~'#1'~not~found;~see~'texdoc~tamu-talk'. }
197

198 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_logo_find:
199 {
200 \tl_clear:N \l__tamu_talk_logo_path_tl
201 \tl_map_inline:nn { {} {.pdf} {.png} {.jpg} }
202 {
203 \file_if_exist:nT { \g_tamu_talk_logo_file_tl ##1 }
204 {
205 \tl_set:Ne \l__tamu_talk_logo_path_tl
206 { \g_tamu_talk_logo_file_tl ##1 }
207 \tl_map_break:
208 }
209 }
210 }
211

212 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_logo_include:n #1
213 {
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214 % marking as an artifact seems appropriate here
215 \includegraphics
216 [
217 artifact, pagebox = artbox,
218 width = \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_width_dim
219 ]
220 {#1}
221 }
222 \cs_generate_variant:Nn \__tamu_talk_logo_include:n { V }

Placeholder: a light gray box roughly the shape of the logo, with a note pointing at
the docs.

223 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_logo_placeholder_line:n #1
224 {
225 \hbox_to_wd:nn { \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_width_dim }
226 { \hss #1 \hss }
227 }
228 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_logo_placeholder:
229 {
230 \hbox_overlap_right:n
231 {
232 \color_select:n { TAMULightGray }
233 \rule
234 { \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_width_dim }
235 { \dim_eval:n { 0.8 \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_width_dim } }
236 }
237 \vbox_to_ht:nn
238 { \dim_eval:n { 0.8 \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_width_dim } }
239 {
240 \vss
241 \color_select:n { TAMUDarkGray }
242 \scriptsize
243 \__tamu_talk_logo_placeholder_line:n { Logo~file~not~found. }
244 \__tamu_talk_logo_placeholder_line:n
245 { See~\texttt{texdoc~tamu-talk}. }
246 \vss
247 }
248 }

Decide whether to show a logo, and fill the logo box.

249 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_logo_setup:
250 {
251 \__tamu_talk_logo_find:
252 \str_case:VnF \g_tamu_talk_title_logo_str
253 {
254 { auto }
255 {
256 \tl_if_empty:NTF \l__tamu_talk_logo_path_tl
257 { \bool_set_false:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_bool }
258 { \bool_set_true:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_bool }
259 }
260 { true }
261 {
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262 \bool_set_true:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_bool
263 \tl_if_empty:NT \l__tamu_talk_logo_path_tl
264 {
265 \msg_warning:nnV {tamu-talk} {logo-missing}
266 \g_tamu_talk_logo_file_tl
267 }
268 }
269 }
270 { \bool_set_false:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_bool }
271 \bool_if:NT \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_bool
272 {
273 \hbox_set:Nn \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_box
274 {
275 \tl_if_empty:NTF \l__tamu_talk_logo_path_tl
276 { \__tamu_talk_logo_placeholder: }
277 { \__tamu_talk_logo_include:V \l__tamu_talk_logo_path_tl }
278 }
279 }
280 }

5.2 Title block
Title (boxed or not), subtitle, author, institute, date.

281 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_titlepage_text:
282 {
283 \centering
284 \begin{center}
285 \bool_if:NTF \g_tamu_talk_title_box_bool
286 {
287 \begin{tcolorbox}
288 [
289 enhanced ,
290 colback = TAMUMaroon ,
291 colframe = TAMUMaroon ,
292 coltext = white ,
293 arc = 3mm ,
294 boxsep = 0pt ,
295 left = 8pt , right = 8pt , top = 8pt , bottom = 8pt ,
296 halign = center ,
297 ]
298 \tag_struct_begin:n { tag = Title }
299 {\__tamu_talk_titlepage_title_font: \@title \par}
300 \tag_struct_end:
301 \tl_if_empty:NF \@subtitle
302 { \vskip .25em {\__tamu_talk_titlepage_subtitle_font: \@subtitle \par} }
303 \end{tcolorbox}
304 }
305 {
306 \tag_struct_begin:n { tag = Title }
307 {\color{TAMUMaroon} \__tamu_talk_titlepage_title_font: \@title \par}
308 \tag_struct_end:
309 \tl_if_empty:NF \@subtitle
310 { \vskip .25em {\__tamu_talk_titlepage_subtitle_font: \color{TAMUMaroon!70} \@subtitle \par} }
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311 }
312 \end{center}
313

314 {\@author \par}
315 {
316 \scriptsize
317 \tl_if_empty:NTF \@institute
318 { Texas~A\&M~University,~College~Station~TX }
319 { \@institute }
320 \par
321 }
322 \tl_if_empty:NF \@date
323 { {\scriptsize \@date \par} }
324 }

5.3 Layout
Distance from the top of the slide to the top of the logo, which is centered logo-height
above the bottom of the page.

325 \cs_new:Npn \__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_top:
326 {
327 \paperheight - \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_height_dim
328 - ( 1in + \voffset + \topmargin + \headheight + \headsep )
329 - \topskip
330 - \box_ht_plus_dp:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_box / 2
331 }

FIXME TODO: this code does not seem robust.

332 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_titlepage_body:n #1
333 {
334 \vfill
335 \group_begin:
336 \__tamu_talk_titlepage_text:
337 \vskip .5em
338 \begin{center} #1 \end{center}
339 \group_end:
340 \vfill
341 }
342

343 \prg_new_protected_conditional:Npnn \__tamu_talk_titlepage_if_crowded: { TF }
344 {
345 \tag_suspend:n { tamu-talk }
346 \vbox_set:Nn \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_text_box
347 { \__tamu_talk_titlepage_text: }
348 \vbox_set:Nn \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_tail_box
349 {
350 \vskip .5em
351 \begin{center}
352 \phantom { \box_use:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_box }
353 \end{center}
354 }
355 \tag_resume:n { tamu-talk }
356 \dim_compare:nNnTF
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357 {
358 ( \textheight
359 + \box_ht_plus_dp:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_text_box
360 - \box_ht_plus_dp:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_tail_box ) / 2
361 + .5em
362 }
363 > { \__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_top: }
364 { \prg_return_true: }
365 { \prg_return_false: }
366 }
367

368 \DeclareTemplateInterface {titlepage} {tamu} {0}
369 {
370 framestyle : tokenlist = tamu ,
371 title-size : length = 18pt ,
372 subtitle-size : length = 11pt ,
373 logo-width : length = .25\textwidth ,
374 logo-height : length = 28mm ,
375 }
376 \DeclareTemplateCode {titlepage} {tamu} {0}
377 {
378 framestyle = \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_framestyle_tl ,
379 title-size = \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_title_size_dim ,
380 subtitle-size = \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_subtitle_size_dim ,
381 logo-width = \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_width_dim ,
382 logo-height = \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_height_dim ,
383 }
384 {
385 \tl_if_empty:NF \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_framestyle_tl
386 { \exp_args:NV \thispagestyle \l_tamu_talk_titlepage_framestyle_tl }
387 \__tamu_talk_logo_setup:
388 \bool_if:NTF \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_bool
389 {
390 \__tamu_talk_titlepage_if_crowded:TF
391 {
392 % long title: the logo follows the text instead
393 \__tamu_talk_titlepage_body:n
394 {
395 \mode_leave_vertical:
396 \box_use:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_box
397 }
398 }
399 {
400 % logo at its fixed spot; a phantom holds its space under the text
401 \vbox_to_zero:n
402 {
403 \skip_vertical:n { \__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_top: }
404 \hbox_to_wd:nn { \textwidth }
405 { \hss \box_use:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_box \hss }
406 \vss
407 }
408 \__tamu_talk_titlepage_body:n
409 { \phantom { \box_use:N \l__tamu_talk_titlepage_logo_box } }
410 }
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411 }
412 {
413 \vfill
414 \group_begin:
415 \__tamu_talk_titlepage_text:
416 \group_end:
417 \vfill
418 }
419 }

Adapted from ltx-talk’s \maketitle: outside a frame, make one.

420 \ExpandArgs { Nne } \RenewDocumentCommand \maketitle { O {} }
421 {
422 \exp_not:N \bool_if:NTF \exp_not:N \l__talk_frame_bool
423 { \exp_not:N \UseTemplate {titlepage} {tamu} { framestyle = tamu , #1 } }
424 {
425 \exp_not:N \begin {frame}
426 \bool_if:NT \l__talk_frame_title_bool { { } }
427 \exp_not:N \UseTemplate {titlepage} {tamu} { framestyle = tamu , #1 }
428 \exp_not:N \end {frame}
429 }
430 }
431 ⟨/titlepage⟩

6 tamu-talk-header: Header
432 ⟨∗header⟩
433 ⟨@@=tamu_talk⟩
434 \ProvidesExplPackage
435 {tamu-talk-header}
436 {2026-10-24}
437 {0.1.0}
438 {Header styling for tamu-talk}
439

440 \DeclareTemplateInterface { frametitle } { tamu } { 1 }
441 {
442 after-vspace : skip = \bigskipamount ,
443 before-vspace : skip = 0em ,
444 color : tokenlist = ,
445 font : tokenlist = \Large \bfseries ,
446 vshift : length = 0pt ,
447 }
448 \DeclareTemplateCode { frametitle } { tamu } { 1 }
449 {
450 after-vspace = \l_tamu_talk_frametitle_after_skip ,
451 before-vspace = \l_tamu_talk_frametitle_before_skip ,
452 color = \l_tamu_talk_frametitle_color_tl ,
453 font = \l_tamu_talk_frametitle_font_tl ,
454 vshift = \l_tamu_talk_frametitle_vshift_dim ,
455 }
456 {
457 \noindent
458 \group_begin:
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459 \tl_if_empty:NF \l_tamu_talk_frametitle_color_tl
460 { \color_select:V \l_tamu_talk_frametitle_color_tl }
461 \l_tamu_talk_frametitle_font_tl
462 \tl_if_blank:nF {#1}
463 {
464 \raise \l_tamu_talk_frametitle_vshift_dim
465 \hbox { \__talk_frame_title:n {#1} }
466 }
467 \par
468 \group_end:
469 }
470 \DeclareInstance { frametitle } { header } { tamu } { }
471

472 \EditInstance {frametitle} {header}
473 {
474 font = \__tamu_talk_title_font: ,
475 vshift = 0pt ,
476 }

Pull the title text to the left.
477 \EditInstance {header} {std} { left-hspace = 6mm }
478 ⟨/header⟩

7 tamu-talk-footer: Footer
479 ⟨∗footer⟩
480 ⟨@@=tamu_talk⟩
481 \ProvidesExplPackage
482 {tamu-talk-footer}
483 {2026-10-24}
484 {0.1.0}
485 {Footer styling for tamu-talk}
486

487 \cs_new:Npn \@spacer { }
488 \DeclareInstance {footer-element} {spacer} {talk} { }
489

490 \str_new:N \g_tamu_talk_page_numbers_str

491 \cs_new:Npn \@framecount
492 {
493 \str_if_eq:VnTF \g_tamu_talk_page_numbers_str { total }
494 { \theframe \, / \, \@frames }
495 {
496 \int_compare:nNnTF { \c@appendixframe } > 0
497 { A \theappendixframe }
498 { \theframe }
499 }
500 }
501 \DeclareInstance {footer-element} {framecount} {talk} { }

Use lining figures for the slide numbers, if the font needs them.
502 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_lining_numbers:
503 {
504 \cs_if_exist:NT \addfontfeature
505 { \addfontfeature { Numbers = Lining } }
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506 }
507 \EditInstance {footer-element} {framecount}
508 { font = \__tamu_talk_lining_numbers: }
509 ⟨/footer⟩

8 tamu-talk-options: Options
510 ⟨∗options⟩
511 ⟨@@=tamu_talk⟩
512 \ProvidesExplPackage
513 {tamu-talk-options}
514 {2026-10-24}
515 {0.1.0}
516 {Option definitions for tamu-talk}

Turn the footer counter on and record which format to typeset.
517 \cs_new_protected:Npn \__tamu_talk_page_numbers_show:n #1
518 {
519 \str_gset:Nn \g_tamu_talk_page_numbers_str {#1}
520 \EditInstance {footer} {std}
521 {
522 element-order = {spacer, framecount} ,
523 separator = \hfill ,
524 right-hspace = 3mm ,
525 }
526 }

The keys. What each one does is described in the user guide, tamu-talk-doc.pdf.
527 \keys_define:nn {tamu-talk}
528 {
529 page-numbers .choice: ,
530 page-numbers / none .code:n =
531 {
532 \str_gset:Nn \g_tamu_talk_page_numbers_str { none }
533 \EditInstance {footer} {std} { element-order = {} }
534 } ,
535 page-numbers / current .code:n = { \__tamu_talk_page_numbers_show:n { current } } ,
536 page-numbers / total .code:n = { \__tamu_talk_page_numbers_show:n { total } } ,
537 page-numbers .initial:n = total ,
538

539 title-bold .bool_gset:N = \g_tamu_talk_title_bold_bool ,
540 title-bold .default:n = {true} ,
541 title-bold .initial:n = {false} ,
542

543 title-box .bool_gset:N = \g_tamu_talk_title_box_bool ,
544 title-box .default:n = {true} ,
545 title-box .initial:n = {true} ,
546

547 title-logo .choices:nn = { auto , true , false }
548 { \str_gset:Ne \g_tamu_talk_title_logo_str { \l_keys_choice_tl } } ,
549 title-logo .default:n = true ,
550 title-logo .initial:n = auto ,
551

552 logo-file .tl_gset:N = \g_tamu_talk_logo_file_tl ,
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553 logo-file .initial:n = tamu-logo ,
554

555 header-style .choice: ,
556 header-style / plain .code:n =
557 {
558 \EditInstance {header} {std}
559 {
560 background-color = {} ,
561 color = structure ,
562 height = \Gm@tmargin + \headsep ,
563 }
564 \EditInstance {frametitle} {header} { vshift = 0pt }
565 } ,
566 header-style / ribbon .code:n =
567 {
568 \EditInstance {header} {std}
569 {
570 background-color = TAMUMaroon ,
571 color = white ,
572 height = 6.65mm ,
573 }
574 \EditInstance {frametitle} {header} { vshift = 0pt }
575 } ,
576 header-style / banner .code:n =
577 {
578 \EditInstance {header} {std}
579 {
580 background-color = TAMUMaroon ,
581 color = white ,
582 height = \Gm@tmargin + \headsep ,
583 }
584 \EditInstance {frametitle} {header} { vshift = 1.735mm }
585 } ,
586 header-style .initial:n = banner ,
587 }
588 ⟨/options⟩
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